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“Western Philosophg began with Plato. All
hilosophers after him were merelg commenting on
Eis Philosophg.”

~Alain Badiou

“Aristotle discovered all the half-truths which were
necessary to the creation of science.”

~ Alfred North Whitehead




Plato (429-347 BC)

< Student of Socrates, Wlﬂo, after Socrates’

: cleath, studied with Pgthagorcans in Egglot and
| Sicilg.

& Founded the Acaclemg in Athens, to teach

Socratic stgle of reasoning and mathematical

learning, for the achievement of abstract

Philosophical truth.



The Socratic Dialogucs

L » Theg convey the spiri’t of Socrates’ teaching bg |
| presenting reports of his conversations, and
| are our Primarg source of his Plﬂilosophg.
e Theg also clevelop and express Plato’s own

Philoso]:)hical ideas and conclusions.



Plato’s Metaohgsical Ideas

- ® The world which we Perceive s a defective,
impemcect and i”usionarg version of the Perwcect
real world.

| S The real world is made of Peﬁcect concepts
(ca”ecl forms or ic:léals), which are eternal and

changelessJ ancl UPOI"! Wl’WICh thC SCﬂSOFg WOrlCl

is based.



: ?PlatO S lClC.aS (continued)

® This theorg is ilustrated in the “Mgth of the
Cave”, from The Re!:)ublic.
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P l atO )5 l d CAaS (continued)

| * There is fundamental distinction between

I the observable things that appear to be
beautiful, or good) orjus’t, or equal, from
the true form of beautg, or gooclness) or
Justice, or equalit9 (from which the names

and characteristics come) .



P l atO )S ] A CAaS (continued)

- & Wemust transtorm our morals and

: behaviour) via |ogic, reason and
Philosophical thought to understand

| greater realitg & ourselves

. @ The true self (soul) understands the nature
of the forms when detached from temporal
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PlatO)S ICICBS (continued)

@ Our reincarnated self knows everything

aboutt

nNe Pemcect Forms but our corl:)oral

SClVCS do not remember COTT'CCJEIH.

| ® Those who recognize how imPortant it 1s to

clistinguish the one true thing from the many |

namecl thiﬂgsj mag become mora“g

enlightenecl.
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-iAristotIe (384-322 BC)
o Plato’s stuclent, who founded the

Peripatetic school, and became Alexander
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Aristotle’s Ideas

9 He Aisagreecl with theoretical reality of

forms and embraced the visible world of

change and motion as real.

@ e sought to describe the Principles which
| cause change and motion in order to

discover truth.
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AFiStOtl S JS l C:l CaS (continued)

. & Hewas the first person to consider evidence. ..

& . Inductive reasoning: observing as many

examples as Possib!e of a subject and then
Working out the underlging Principles.

e . Research: what was Previou5|9 written or said |

on the subject; and a systematic stuclg of
evetytlﬂing else related to the subject.



/—\ristotle’s ldeas o

& Most modern western scientific emPirical
thinking and the scientific method was
Aristotle’s invention.

e 55 result of this, he wrote about
evergthing: Poetics, drama, rhetoric)
economics, ethics, Politics, biologyj Plﬁgsics, |
mathematics, metalohgsics) anatomy,

Physiologg, logic) dreams, geometry, etc.
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AriStOtICJS lcleas (continued)

® Classification of ‘mowleclge is based on a
| ‘ming N question and how you know about

that thing.
B Causalitg

" ® tCauses: a) the material, b) form, <) agent,
_' d purpose.
& All4 causes combined, cause a thing to

come into existence and to be identified.
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tm0Uq08xXhY

Aristotle

S PETER DAVIS PRESENTS
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tm0Uq08xXhY

Plato & Aristotle’s Legacg

B Both Plato and Aristotle shapecl how the

western wor

d viewed and understood the

universe and human nature, until the rise of

modern science in the 18th century.

& Doth had a great Nt

N

uence on Christian and

Islamic tlneologg and naturalism.
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